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PLAIN DEALER. 





Somnia, terrores-magicos, miracula, fagas, 


Nocturnos lemures, portentaque [belfala! —__. 
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To th Prarn-DEALER 
Cambridge, Fanuary 23, 1725 


give you, with Regard 
to myfelf, is, — That lam 
a Fellow of one of the 
Colleges, in this Uns- 
verfity ; my chief Defign, 
in Writing, being «o 
Wiel ftrengthen you, with fome 

aCy|| mew Materials for the bet- 
, ter Performance of that 








EE —— PrOomife, you were once 
pleas’d to make us, of proving, that the Women ate - 
a great deal wifer than W are. 
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‘MY Father, very lately, fent me down, into the 
© Fens, to make Love to a young Lady, who is Mi- 
é ftrefs of a confiderable Fortune: Where I difcover’d, 
¢ to my no fmall Mortification, That All my Learn- 
* ing, hitherte, has taught me Nothing, that deferves 
© Comparifon, with the Univeral Knowledge, which 
¢ ] met with, in that difcreer, and profound, Family? 
* — Not Heaven alone, but Earth, Air, Fire, Water 5 
‘ Birds, Beafts, Stocks, Stones !—- Every Part of the 
‘ ftill, or moving, mute, or {peaking, Creation, has 
‘ contributed to the Erudition of my more than ac- 
‘ complith’d Miftrefs ! — All Things have been /aid 
© open, to her, if notin their Natures, [ am fure, I 
“ may fay, in their AL@canings. 


‘ IN fhort, after Three Days unfuccefsful Endea- 
¢ yours to fathom my Fate, with Regard to this infal- 


 ¢ ible Lady, Lam come back to my College, almoft 


‘ too humble to wifh for the Poffeffion of a Blefling, fo 
¢ uncommon, — I faw a female Dwarf, 4n my Mi- 
« ftrefs’s Neighbourhood, and could not help think- 
¢ ing, while I was looking on her, and liftening to a 
¢ little Hiftory, of her having been /ferv'd up ina Goofe- 
¢ Pye, That this Pocket bridgement of Womanhood 
‘ might as modeftly pretend to incorporate Herfelf 
‘ with one of the Gyants, in the King of Pruffia’s 
‘ frightful Regiment, as 1, to match my Mind with 
: one, whofe Comprebenfion is, fo vaftly, too big for 
me ! — 


‘AT my firft coming, I was receiv’d, by an old 
© Maiden Aunt, who is Miftrefs of the Ceremonies to 
‘ the Lady I was recommended to ; fhe furpriz'd me 
© with a Declaration, That fhe knew of my coming, be- 
* fore fhe receiv'd my Father's Letter, 1 {aid, I thought 
* it had been a Secret: but fheaffur'd me, That I had 


[ Price Two Pence. J 


HE only Account I fhall ; 


‘ been hanging, for a whole Week paft, upon one of the. 
© Barrs of the Kitchen-Chimney. — Not being intirely 


‘ * Enlighten'd, as to the Authority of this dark Prog- 


‘ noftick, I was preparing to ask a Queftion, or two; 
‘ but was fcar’d out of the Intention, by a melancholy 
‘ Denunciation, That my Father wou'd not live to fee the 
‘ Match come to Pérfeétion ; for this Good Lady had 
* (the Night before his Letter was brought to her) 


_ * feen it coming, in Both her Candles, with a Windinga 


£ Sheet juft over against it { 


‘ I BOW’D, with a becoming Sorrow ; and 
* receiv'd the Prophecy with all that Reverence which 
* was due to fo extraordinary a Reafon! -This won her 


© toa Warmth in my Intereft; and fhe would carry . 


“ me, without Ceremony, to furprize her Neice, in 
« the Garden, where fhe was vifiting her Orange Trees 
6 in the Green-Houfe : — We were gotas forward, on 
« this pleafing Journey, as to the outfide of the Garden 
¢ Door, when fome or other of thofe bufy Powers who 
* envy Lovers their propos'd Enjoyments, put it into the 
‘ Old Lady’s Feet, to ftumble, upon the very Threfhoold § 
‘ Upon which fhe murn‘d back, in a great Fright, and 
‘ pufh'd me ix again, with fuch Care and Kindne/i, 
* that I can never fufficiently thank her; fince, if I 
* had gone on, (after fuch an ominous Warning) and 
* met my Miftrefs, in an unlucky Minute, All the World 
‘ it feems, from that Time forward, could never have 
‘made it poffible for me to come near her, in a 
©‘ LUCKY one. 


‘ SHE overtook us, however, as foon as we were 
‘ got back, into the Parlor; and broke in upon me 
¢ with fuch a Fla/b of Charms, that, as I falured her 
‘I was ftruck dumb with Rapture, out, of which [ 
‘ recovered in Time to over-hear her cell the Old 
‘ Lady, as fhe was pailing round her, to a Chair 
* Tiat st was not I, that had drawn open. her Curtains, 
‘ when the Bride-Cake was put under her Pillow, — | was 
‘ nor, yet, skillful enough to know what Good, or 
MM, this bodedme: But, before we were fully feated 
a new Misfortune had befallen us, — My Cle; inda’s 
Chair tumbled backward, upon which fhe declared to 
me, with the pretrieft Refignation in the World 
That fhe was not tobe LADY-ALATORESS, this 
Year ; but had Patience to fupport herfelf, under all 
fuch Difappointments, 
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*‘ BEING now gor into perfect Compofure, I be- 
gan to find, that [I was looking filly, — So \figh'd 
three Times, and inform’d her, as well as I cou’d 
of the Great Re/pett, my Father bad, for the Family : 
And Clarinda, on her Part, had open’d her Fan te 
its full Excent, and was looking down upon it, in 


* the 


'_* ww a nm “ 


! 
Fr 
14 
| 4 
j 
| 














> a 4 > 
Janis 
OX. tg Bi ‘ 
« SO MRR 4 <4 eter enti a 
& ‘ ¥ ea ta - 
it é a mR 
a We aE 
“4 Pe ae ae at, sala Seep Apa aden 9-5 
" ie - : i a CAS alent sips ae * ‘ " . 
sa ans —_ 2 i Sar 43 er ei os Pai eens 
re 4 


EE Ene 


5 
3 , 
1, 
Pat F 
z ig 
= a 
¥ 
i 
t 
2 i, 
dl 
bs 
é é 
ia 
“ 
‘: 
§ 
iq 
sj 
fy q 
4 + 
{ 
é 
4 
4 
s 3 
= 
‘ 
ra 
He. 
#4 A 
1: # 
: 
i- 
° 3 
if 
§ 
i 
a 
i 
# 
:% 
t 
ey 
2 
. 


ee | 


“the proper Artitude ; and telling the Sticks, with 
* both Fingers; when the Aunt interrupted me with a 
* Groan (that had been unluckily occafion’d by my 
‘ naming my Father) and confirm’d her former Re- 
* mark, of the Winding Sheet, by a Death's Head, fhe 
* bad found out, in the Fire! — As Great Misfortunes 
* rarely come fingle, a malicious Coal, in the Shape of 
; a Coffin, flew, juft then, to Clarinda’s Feet; who 
turnd pale, and took it mp, becwixt a Finger, and 
* Thumb, and after throwing it behind her, over the 
* deft Shoulder, corroborated her Aunt’s Evidence, by 
© a Death-Wateb, that bad kept her waking ; — By 
‘ the bowling of a Dog, all Night long ; — By a deep 
* Grave that he had {cratch’d =. at the Foor of a 
* Rofemary Bufh, exactly under her Window! 
‘ AND, now, their Eyes being turn’d on Me, as 
if they expected my Opinion ; I gave it them, very 
gravely, That thefe Things no Doubt bad fomewhat in 
*em! —and it was happy for me, thar I faid no 
lefs; for an Old Family Servant, with a fober, 
mournful, Face, having heard Part of the Difeourte, 
while he was buly about the Fire, very difmaliy 
confirm’d our Terrors, by Three Proofs, which 
were ftronger than all. — Firft, by the /qucahing of 
4Weafel, that had met him upon the Cellar-Stazrs ; 
Secondly, by a Hole, that the Rats had knaw'd, in 
the Back of his beft Livery: And, Thirdly, by a 
ftrange Dream, that Mrs. Sufan, the Chamber-maid, 
had been almoft frighted out of her Wits by, abour 
Wet Cioaths, — Three Afinifters, — Ripe Fruit, — 
Rofes in Bloffom! — After all which, to put abfo- 
lutely out of Doubt, and convince us, That fomebody 
wou'd die fhortly, he fhew'd us on one of his Hands, 
a dirty yellow Spor, which the Thumb, of his other, 
as he fhook his Head, and obferv’d to us) was nor 
ead enough to cover; and this, they all agreed, 
was no better than a Death-Mould, and muff needs 
mean fomething. 


‘IN the midft of all thefe AZGferies, I had very 
little to fay for my felf, having been put out of a 
premeditated Speech, which 1 had been inventing 
during my whole Journey ;. but as Good-Luck wou'd 
have it, the Tes came in, to my Relief; and the 
firft Difh, that had the Bleifing to approach Clarinda’s 
Lips, was fo richly cover'd with Money-bags, float- 
ing in whire Circles, all over the Surface, that 
Gayety took Place of AZelancholly. — A little Spider 
too, was fo kind as to fpin down Good-Luck, into ber 
Lap, (which, methoughr, meant meno Harm) Nay, 
I became, ona fudden, fo fuperlatively happy, thar 
her very Eldow declard in my Favour; and her 
Aunt put her to the Blufh, by obferving upon ir, 
That foe muft change ber Bedfellow, 
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* BUT let no Man be too much in Haf, to con- 
clude, thar He is happy. — All my Triumph was 
dafh'd at once, by a Difcovery That this was Chil. 
dermas- Day: After which my Miftrefs {aid no more, 
but that Nothing wou'd come to Good, that was begun 
on that worft Day of the Week: So her Teeth ach'd 
moft prodigioufly ! She was forry fhe cou'd be no Com- 
pany ; and took her Leave of us, ‘till next Morn- 


ing. 
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¢ NEXT Morning cante ; — and the firft Perfon I 


Hall, {pitting ferioufly in ber Hand, and fhutring is 
. clofe, with a great deal of Caution, for Fear of /et- 
ting flip (as the afterwards told me) a Sign, fhe had 
felt, in her Palm, that a band/ome Gift was very neat 
ber. — I was glad of this favourable Opportunity, 
ro confirm the Truth of that Token; and fhe was fo 
obligingly Communicative as to intruft me with two 
great Secrets, One, That, / bad trod upon her Lady's 
Toe, laft Night, in the Hurry of waiting on her to 
the Stair-foor; whence a Conclufion had been 
drawn, in my Favour, That J fhou'd come, e’re long, 
to ber Bedfide. — The other, that Mrs, Sufan having 
é difcover'd, this very Morning, That one of her La- 
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met, was Mrs, Su/an ; whom I difcover'd, crofs the 


© dy’s Stockings had been put on, wronvfide outward, 
* was forbid pulling it off again, for Fear of turning 
* fome Good-Luck, that was meant ber. 


* Mrs. SUSAN, in Return for her kind Intelli- 
* gence, was very Earneft to know, whether I had 
* dreamt of no Body ? — 1 told her, I had had the 
* Bappinets tobe, all Night, in Aer Lady's Company: 
* And I cou'd perceive, that this Information was go 
* more than had been expected ; which led me into 
‘ fome probable Guefles, concerning the Purpofe ofa 
* Great Cafe-Knife, in a Common-Prayer- Book, which, 
‘ when | got up, in the Morning, I had fouad, under 
* my Bolfter. m= While, I held this Conference with 
“ my Fellow Servant, we had the Pleafure of bidding 
* our Miftre/s Goodmorrow, and of hearing (to my no 
‘ {mall Comfort) That her Foor, as fhe came down 
* Stairs; had given her the Signal, That fhe was to 
* tread upon Stange Ground. 


“* IN fine, Sir, it is impoffible for you to conceive 
“ what an infinite Variety of Notices, Impulfes, and 
* Prognofticks, outward, and inward, thefe Ladies di- 
‘ rect their Conduct by. — In myfjThree Days ftay, 
* (which [ thought enough for my firft Vific) I con‘d 
‘ learn nothing, with any certainty, of what I chiefly 
fought ro know ; but was edified, above Meafure, 
in the Occult Sciences of the Family. — My Mittrefs 
cali'd after me, when [ had taken Horfe to come 
away, that fhe was afraid [ fhou'd have a wet Four- 
ney-; for Pufs was wafhing ber Face, and carried her 
Paw above ber Ears ; which, fhe affur'd me, was a 
Sign, that had never been known to mifcarry, — 

hether fhe meant this as a Difplay of her Art, or 
of her Inclination to bring me back again, is a My- 
ftery; which, notwithftanding the. great Advance I. 
have made in gueffing, I am, yet, unable to difclofe,, 
with any pofitive Dependance, 
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‘BU T, I woun’d not, (forall that) have you think 

too flightly of my Ski// in Tokens; fince I cou'd. 
© aftonifob you, if I thought fit, with a Profufion of. 
* portentous Myfteries. — 1 atm abfolurely Mafter of that. 
* oraculous Secret, which is kneaded up, in the Dumb 
“Cake. I am inftructed in the aweful Ceremonies, 
* which are facred tothe fam’d Saint Agnes, to the 
* Purity of whofe myfterious Worfhip Three Fafting 
* Virgins muft concur, with fo ftrict an Abftinence, 
‘That a KISS, during thofe reftri@ive Rites, wou'd 
* be as Undoing, as a RAPE, after they are over. 
* I can foretell the moft agreeable Things in the 
© World, by six Pea-fhells, over a Door: And antici- 
‘ pate Confequences, which wou’d puzzle a South- 
‘ fayer, by turning Three Times round, in my Shirt, and 
“ falling into Bed, backward. — 1 know who will die, 
‘an old Maid, by the Help of a Grey Goofe Wing, a 
* Clean Hearth, and aSeive full of Afhes! | 


‘ BUT I fhowd never have done, were I to let 

you into the Virtues cf Rofes gather'd on Adidfummer 

Night — of Hempfeed, fow'n, and mow'n, in the Dark, 

upon the Gravesof a Country Church-Yard — of patch- 

ing a pretty Face with Apple-Kerncls — of Cutting 

the Nails, fafting — of twifting a Garter, in Nine 
‘ Knots, round a Bed-Pofi — of a Certain Hair, that 
* you may find in your Shooe, the firf? Time you hear the 
* Cuckoo — and a Thonfand other deep Difcoveries, 
‘ which I have made, in this delightful Journey: And, 
‘ which have put me quite our of Conceit with my 
‘ former Srudies; fince, after having /abour'd to be 
* wife, fo many Years, in a College, 1 found my felf, 
‘ (norwithftanding) little better than a Foel, as often 
‘aslcame into my Miftrefs’s Company. 


‘PRAY, Sir, favour me with your Opinion, 
“ bow far I may prudently venture my fe/f, with a Lady, 
“fo much wifer thanl am. Your Advice will have 
* its weight, with 
Your bumble Se)vant, 


FE MILIVUS. 





Printed for F. Roberts, at the Oxford-Arms, in Warwick Lane, Where C:mpleat Serts may be had. 











